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     The clock is ticking, but there is still time  

     to sign up for Session C classes scheduled  

            from April 17 to May 19th!    

   

  Monday 

     9:30  - 11:30 a.m. Walking & Talking in Downtown Harrisonburg {S17C2}     Hardesty Higgins  

     1:30  -   2:30 p.m.  Eat Like A Goddess -- or God Part III  {S17C3}       Trinity Presbyterian Church 
 
  Tuesday 

     9:30 - 11:30 a.m.  George Orwell:  Truth-sayer/soothsayer {S17C5}          Ice House  

      1:30 -  3:30 p.m.  Controversial Elections {S17C7}    Plains District Community Center, Timberville  

      1:30 -  3:30 p.m.  Painting Watercolor Florals {S17C8}    Ice House  

 

  Wednesday 

      9:30 - 11:30 a.m. The Evolution of the American Short Story {S17C10}     Ice House 

      1:30 -  3:30 p.m.  Myths and Reality about Islam {S17C12      Islamic Center of Shenandoah Valley 

      5:00 -  7:00 p.m.   American Prison Literature {S17C12}         American National University 

   

  Thursday 

       9:30 - 11:30 a.m.  Music in the Bible {S17C13}    Bellaire at Stone Port 

       1:30 -  3:30 p.m.   Icons of 20th Century Latin America {S17C14}     Ice House  

 

  Friday 

        1:30 - 3:00 p.m.  Gentle Yoga {S17C16}     Elkton Community Center  

    

      Saturday, May 13  DAY OF CARING - United Way of Harrisonburg and Rockingham County  

    All are invited to see a documentary film, "Rosenwald", at the Court Square Theater on Monday, May 1 at 

7pm.  FREE admission.  This event is related to a Rosenwald school that exists in our county.  An application has 

been made for an historical roadside marker for it.  Julius Rosenwald partnered with Booker T. Washington in 

the early part of the 20th century to build schools for African American children in the South during 

segregation.  Within 30 years, they built almost 5,000 schools from Maryland to Texas.   

     Our Rosenwald school is in Newtown/Elkton, and was built in 1921.  It was the last African American  school 

to close in the county in 1965.  There will be a Q and A after the film. 
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             Remembering Jim Geary (1914-2017) 

  LLI’s longest-lifetime learner  
 

James Jewel Geary died on Feb. 24 at 102, after a long and  
exceptionally full life. His memorial service was held at the New 
Market Battlefield State Historic Park, which he founded and di-

rected from 1966-1982. In attendance were most of Jim’s family (which includes his wife, 
Pat, five daughters, a stepson, 10 grandchildren and two great-grandchildren) as well as his  
fellow-Harrisonburg Unitarian Universalist members and many friends. The following 
 remembrance is adapted from a January, 2011 LLI Explorer newsletter “learner profile.” 
 
   “Jim Geary looks back on ‘a good ride.’ 
 Wonder how to keep your mind active? Ask one bona-fide authority, and he’ll answer 

matter-of-factly, “Get on the list for the book.” That’s the LLI program guide. Almost since 

LLI’s inception, Jim Geary has explored offerings ranging from Taoism to the Internet.  

       He recalls riding in a touring car, at four years of age, as crowds cheered the World 

War I Armistice. Having grown up in Roanoke and Pittsburgh, he majored in natural science 

at the University of Virginia, living on “the Lawn,” waiting tables and graduating in 1938. (At 

JMU, he received a 1985 BA in philosophy.) 

        In the Navy, Jim undertook flight training but was stationed for most of World War II 

as a communication officer beside an Idaho lake that “was like Shangri-La.”  

         He spent 16 years as a newsman in Roanoke and with the Associated Press in Richmond. 

He covered downtown Harrisonburg’s 1947 gas explosion and knew six governors well. In a 

casual conversation he called “lucky,” while covering Civil War centennial plans and the search 

for a state director, Jim doubted his qualifications to apply. That remark got him chosen for 

the 1961-1965 post, which brought him to the Valley and led to the creation of the battle-

field park.  

        Jim and Pat traveled extensively (he visited 28 countries on six continents,  48 states 

and 32 National Parks). “Luck has played such a paramount role in my life,” he once told 

friends in a UU church presentation. “My grandfather, Hank Jewel, was the baby of the fam-

ily. He toddled down to the spring on the family farm and fell in. If an older sister hadn’t 

just happened by and pulled him out, I can think of a lot of people who wouldn’t be here.” For 

that, we are most grateful!  
               Written by Chris Edwards 

 

              LLI Newsletter Committee: 

Betty Hoskins, Chair,  Chris Edwards, Nancy Endress, Rosemarie Palmer, Nancy Owens ad Hoc  
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   An (LLI) Home Away from Home 

              --- By Rosemarie Palmer 

 After returning from spending a month during the winter of 2017 in Oaxaca, Mexico, I thought it would be     
interesting to share what I have learned about “expats” living in Mexico.  For decades, expatriates from the U.S. 
and Canada have been crossing the border into Mexico looking for something better.  Their reasons vary, but 
among them are less taxation, more personal freedoms, a lower cost of living, a higher quality of life, warmer 
weather, and a slower pace.  Recent estimates by the U.S. State Department have the total number of U.S. expats 
living in Mexico nearing one million. That’s up from only about 200,000 just a decade ago.  However, this number 
could be even higher.                                                                                                                                                                         
 Many Mexicans cross over into the U.S. illegally, likewise there are many U.S. citizens who overstay the 
time allotted on their tourist visa.  Others go back and forth like nomads, without ever establishing formal  resi-
dency.  With “pockets” of Americans living in various locations, many of these have organized themselves into 
more formal groups resembling our Lifelong Learning Institute, but not affiliated with any university.  Most are 
made up of retirees as well.                                                                                                                                                                          
 There are two English-speaking expat organizations for Americans and Canadians in particular that I have       
experienced in my trips to Mexico.  These are run much like our LLI, made up almost wholly by volunteers who live 
there.  Part-time membership is available for those who are there temporarily, for short-term stays.                                                                                             
 One is the Lake Chapala Society (LCS) in Ajijic, which is about 30 miles from Guadalajara.  It was founded 
in 1955 and has inherited a lovely garden estate on the shore of Lake Chapala where they offer a variety of  activi-
ties from learning Spanish, TED talks, playing Scrabble, conducting an art class for Mexican children, to teaching 
English in the local schools.  They do have a library and offer trips to other parts of Mexico.  Americans and Cana-
dians are represented about equally at LCS.  The majority live there permanently; besides retirees, many are 
artists and authors who can carry on their work just about anywhere.  Others come only during the winter months 
to escape the cold and snow back home.  Their “mission” is to improve the standard of living in the community, 
promote cultural activities, facilitate regular meetings to encourage friendship among members, and promulgate 
social activities.  Much more information is available on their website:  lakechapalasociety.com                                                                                                                             
 Oaxaca is about as far south as you can go, not far from the border with Guatemala. There are direct 
flights   from Houston on United Airlines,  so you know there is a popular demand.                                                                       
 There, I discovered the Oaxaca Lending Library (OLL).   It  celebrated its 50th anniversary in 2016, and has   
around 450 permanent members.  In 2015, membership went up to 1,327 as part-time members came and 
went.    Children’s and student memberships were also included in this tally.  OLL members come from many plac-
es including Mexico, Canada, the U.S. and a smattering of European countries.  OLL is run by an all-volunteer 
member board, except for two staff persons in the office.  Their mission is “to be a living library” and cultural    
center serving the English speaking community in Oaxaca while supporting and encouraging an interest in reading 
in the bilingual and Spanish speaking community of all ages.  As such, they assist patrons and visitors in their    
pursuit of information, education, entertainment, and cultural understanding.”  The Oaxaca Lending Library has 
more than 20,000 books including audio books.  They also organize events, both inside and outside the library, 
day trips, and talks about various topics of interest.  A monthly calendar is on their website www.oaxlibrary.org, 
along with specific information about onsite activities.  

    OLL was a wonderful resource for me during my recent winter stay in Oaxaca.   People have asked me if I 
did this trip on my own.  I did, but with resources like OLL, I had a much easier time finding my way around.  Every 
Monday at 11am, they have a regular orientation talk all about Oaxaca.  This includes information on living there 
permanently.  They answered my questions and offered helpful tips.  You could post/read the messages on their 
bulletin board.  I traveled on two of their day trips, and got information on how to get to the market day at Zaachi-
la on my own (via collective and bus).  I also enjoyed a couple of lectures given by members who also organized a 
“Women’s March on Washington in Oaxaca”, in which I participated.  On occasion, I looked forward to a toasted 
bagel with cream cheese and a V-8 in its  Café!  To find these “LLI-like Homes Away from Home”, I  recommend a 
good guidebook.  Or you can google the subject. There is considerable information online. 

http://lakechapalasociety.com
http://www.oaxlibrary.org/
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        Welcome to returning and 
      new members! 
 
 Bridgewater:  Ann Flora, Janice Harper, Mary Ludwick, Margaret Monk, Nancy Obaugh, Rebecca Powell,  
Sue Rexrode, Sara Walton, Judith Winner, Albert Wunderlich. Broadway:  Merle Herr, Susan and Kinter McClelland,  
Annette Paxton, Amanda Simmons, Cecilia Vallejos.  Churchville: Barbara Snyder.  Criders:  Deborah Ritchie.  Dayton:  Ruth 
Emswiler, Evelyn McPhee, Molly Stover. Edinburg: Alice Findler.  Elkton: David Anthony.  Fishersville:  Wanda Hurley.  
 Fort Valley:  John Gaunt.  Fulks Run: Susan Gallagher, Linda Stoops.  Greenwood Village:  Anne Litwinski.  Grottoes:  Joy 
and David Fisher. Harrisonburg:  Marian Bauman, Ann Bishop, Lawrence Blade, Ed Broyles, Keri Sue Brunk,  Amy Burke, Le-
sa and Gary Calleo, Anne Depoy, Theresa Eckstein, Joan Engel, Mary Jane Foley, Kathleen and Arthur Fovargue, Carolyn 
Frank, Marion Frankel, Phyllis and Johnny Garber, Jackie and Bob Gerrard, Susan and Lowell Guengeric, Brenda Hall, Patri-
cia and Thomas Harkins, Victoria Harris, Henry Hawkins, Judy Hinegardner, Sarah Sachiko Hori, Deborah Horst, Gabe Huck, 
Richard Jesson, Rosemary King, Theresa Kubasak, Fred Lavy, Gordon Lewis,  Joyce and John Lyon, Mary Ellen and Carter 
Lyons, Nelia and Randy Marshall, Mattie Marie Mast, Marie Menard, Beverly Miller, Galen Moses, Alexandra Norton, Leslie 
Oates, Kristi Pascarella, Pauline Pattesen, Paula Petcher, Bob Porter, Alison and Neil Raines, Debbie and David Reed, Mar-
sha and Paul Rexrode, Donald Roderick, Nancy Ross, William Sanders, Jean Schaeffer, Irana Scott, Jean Shoemaker, Hal  
Simonetti, Sue Sipes, David Smith, William Strunk, Mary Jo Swartzendruber, Lisa Swecker, James Totty, Jeannie Turner, Te-
resa and Keith Vest, Kay Walsh, Linda Wandless, Mariene and Merv Webb, Peggy and David White, Carolyn Wilson, Davene 
Wolfe. Keezletown:  Martha Barlow, Diana and Edward Davis.   Lexington: Richard Halseth.  Linville: Annette and Bradford 
Hildabrand, Vern Hochstetler, Mary Jean Kempfer.  Luray:  Susan Kline. McGaheysville:  Kate Glick, Ann and  
Richard Kammerer, Carol and James Ketler, Barbara.  Pamela and Gregory Sanders, Donna and James Sunder, Cynthia 
Veenis.  Millwood:  Jean Lee.  Mount Crawford:  Sonia Getic, Carol James.  Mt. Jackson: Mary Helsey.  Mount Sidney:  
Louise Harris. Mount Solon:  Mary Lehtinen. New Market: Lucia Pull.  Omaha:  Marianne and Mike Fenwick.  Penn Laird:  
Kathy Arrington.  Quicksburg: Donna Griffin. Roanoke:  Ebony Glover-Epps.  Rockingham:  Althea Aschmann, Bobbie Brad-
ford, Deborah Browning, Peg Caldwell-Ott, Cynthia and Ron Cartee, Barbara Daniel, Gloria Gray, Viola Miller, Sandra and 
Robert Rose, Wesley Ross, Donna Werstler, Margaret and Jesse Ross, Rodney Roussy, Donna Werstler. Shenandoah: Mar-
garet and Jesse Alger, Lauren Rampulla. Singers Glen: Clarence Geier, Martha Woodroof, Claire Wrenn.  Staunton:  Linda 
Grogan, Erika Peterson.  Strasburg: Margaret Rao. Timberville: Melanie Knowles, Sharon Souder.  Waynesboro:  Gloria 
Howell, Suellen Obaugh, Jean Piskkin.  Winchester: Chrissie and Ron Beck. Woodstock: Frank Cihlar, Gayle Corrado . 
 

  

 The LLI New Horizons Band has been busy this past year.  JMU Music Professor and NH 

Band Director Will Dabback and Mr. Bill Posey called us back into session on September 1, 2016 

and have kept us busy learning new and more challenging music ever since. We spent our first     

semester mastering the music we would present at our Winter Concert, but took time out to brush 

off our Christmas tunes so that we could participate in the annual VMRC Intergenerational Choir 

Concert.  In addition to hearing the Choir, the band played several selections, and the evening 

wound up with a medley of sing-along Christmas favorites.   

  Our holiday break was short.  We began in early January to prepare for our Winter       

Concert which was held on January 22, 2017 at Anthony Seeger Hall.  In addition to the Christmas 

concert at VMRC and the Winter Concert, the band gave performances at Bridgewater Retirement 

Community, Generations Crossing and Sunnyside Retirement Community.  Our last concert of the 

season is scheduled for April 13 at Brookdale Senior Living.   



                             LLI Trip to Germany and Austria in May, 2016 
 We, Judy and Bill Dent, were happy to be members of the Lifelong Learning Trip organized by 

Anna Rose Geary which took us to Austria and Germany for about ten days in May 2016.  We flew over-

night from Dulles and landed on May 4th in in Munich, Germany,  where we met our tour director John 

Lionet, who was a great interpreter of the culture and history of the places we visited. 

 Soon after landing we were on our way to Salzburg, Austria, a beautiful city, where we visited 

grand gardens, the old medieval city center (which included the birthplace of Mozart) and the magical 

water features of the Palace  Hellbrunn.  In and around Salzburg we were taken to various places used 

in the filming of “The Sound of Music,” 

the romanticized story of the von 

Trapp family singers.   

Afterwards our tour bus took us a half 

day’s journey to the west to the    

beautiful Alpine twin cities of 

GarmischPartenkirchen, which put us 

near Neuschwanstein, the  inspiration 

for the Sleeping Beauty Castle in Dis-

neyland, California.  Here’s a view of 

the castle and a view from it.  The tour 

took us back to Munich from which we 

visited the  nearby Nazi concentration camp at  Dachau, and then back to Munich again for  pleasanter 

experiences.  Over the next  several days we went north to Neuremberg where we saw the Imperial 

Castle that had been the official residence of German kings and emperors of the Holy Roman Empire 

from 1070 to 1571.  We also walked by the home of the painter Albrecht Dürer. 

 On the way to Dresden we saw the theater in Bayreuth developed by Wilhelmina, the sister of 

Frederick the Great of Prussia.  It was her work that drew Richard Wagner to Bayreuth, where he 

composed his great operas.  The focus of attention in Dresden was the great art museum, an amazing 

gift from a city that was utterly destroyed in World War II.            

 In Leipzig we visited the Thomaskirche (St.Thomas Church) where Johann Sebastian Bach 

served from 1723 to 1750.  We were fortunate enough to find a choir and orchestra rehearsing when 

we stepped inside!  In Leipzig we also learned about the Peaceful Revolution.  By the summer of 1989, 

East German dissidents had been meeting at Leipzig's 800-year-old Nicolaikirche (St. Nicholas 

Church) for almost a decade to pray and talk politics.     

Leipzig celebrates its pivotal role in the fall of communism and the October 9th demonstration 

that rocked East Germany and helped pave the way for the collapse of the Berlin Wall more than a 

month later.                                                                                                                                                  

 Next we were in Wittenberg where Martin Luther posted his 95 theses or arguments on             

October 31, 1517, intended to provoke discussion and to reform the whole church but because of     

Luther’s being excommunicated instead resulted in a splitting of the church and the  beginning of the 

Protestant Reformation.  We visited St. Mary’s Church, where Luther preached.  It featured  

paintings by  Lukas Cranach. 

        By that evening we were in Berlin and spent some time at the old Kaiser Wilhelm Memorial 

Church, preserved as a warning against war and destruction and as a call to reconciliation in Jesus 

Christ.  The active congregation worships in a new building adjacent to the ruins.  (more pictures on 

page 9) 
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 One of the nice things about 
being asked to talk about yourself is that 
you get to cherry-pick your life. I was 
born in St. Louis, received all three of my 
degrees in anthropology/archaeology from the University of Missouri-Columbian and once expected to spend my 
career on the prehistory of the Great Plains. After finding my wife Deane on a dig, however, I moved into my first 
teaching job at the University of Wisconsin-Platteville, and redirected my research interest to the study of the      
Prehistory of the Upper Mississippi River Valley. A 1975 move to Harrisonburg and the scenic Shenandoah Valley 
opened new opportunities and another reshaping of my research. 
  As the first Anthropologist to be hired at JMU, I was assigned to work towards establishing an Anthropology 
Program and Major. I am immensely proud of the fact that the university has one of the better programs in the  
Middle Atlantic, with 14 full time-faculty from the 4 sub-disciplines of the field. My early teaching at JMU covered 
various areas of Anthropology but as the program developed, my responsibilities narrowed to Native Americans, 
North American Prehistory, Historical Archaeology, Magic-Witchcraft-and-Religion, and Celts and Vikings.  As        
director of our archaeological field school, I supervised work at sites across the state, including 28 years (1985 - 
2013) at James Madison's Montpelier.  
 As distance from the Upper Mississippi River Valley made it difficult to pursue my earlier research on 
that region, I redirected my work toward the study of the prehistory of western Virginia and the Shenandoah Valley. 
In the early 1980s I spent four summers in the upland and remote valleys of Bath and Highland Counties. The high 
point of that experience was spending 17 weeks in the dead of summer, with my wife and three-year-old daughter 
in an army tent on the banks of the Jackson River in a small tent city named "Mr. Billville" occupied by 65 to 80    
college students (it was the third largest town in Bath County). While I am proud of the fieldwork we did there, I feel 
that the greatest accomplishments of that experience may have been outside the teaching and research: I didn't get 
an ulcer or a divorce; nobody got killed; and to the best of my knowledge, nobody got pregnant. Not wanting to 
push my luck, I moved on to somewhat smaller projects in places like Alexandria, Virginia Beach, Chesterfield Coun-
ty, and Stokesville, Virginia.  
 In 1999, some kind soul’s recommendation of the JMU program to the National Park Service led to an  
unexpected opportunity to enter the world of historical archaeology on Civil War Battlefields. Since then I have led 
teams of JMU students in work on the battlefield sites of Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, Wilderness, 3rd  
Winchester, and Cool Spring; on the 1862 earthworks of "Alleghany" Johnson on Shenandoah Mountain; and for the 
last several years the battlefields of Fisher's Hill and Cedar Creek on the Frederick/Shenandoah County line. We have 
worked on everything from pickets including one or two rifle pits, to a 154-acre cavalry camp established by Brig. 
Gen. Merritt's 1st Division US Cavalry at the Battle of Cedar Creek. While working on lands that had been 
ravaged by war, we have located and documented period historic farmsteads that range from a "scratch" farm 
owned by a pair of first generation Irish farm families who couldn't afford their own land, to the expansive Belle 
Grove Plantation of the Hite Family. We found mill seats, roads, and slave quarters, and at one Civil War era farm we 
located evidence of an even earlier farm dating to the second half of the 18th century.  
 I would have to say that from these experiences the things that I value and remember most—apart from 
having a wife who is remarkably patient and tolerant—are not the sites or the field work, but the  
remarkable group of undergraduate students who made these things work.  
 Since retirement I have shared my interests with the community through JMU’s LLI program, teaching cours-
es  “Archeological and Historical Perspectives of the Valley at War: 1864” (2015)  and “The Vikings” (2016)and com-
ing in fall “Native Americans and the European Settlement of the Northeast.”    
 

     Spotlight  
       On 
 Instructors  

 Clarence Geier 
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Brown Bag Lunches         

    Are held on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays, from 12:00 noon to 1:15  at The 

Ice House, 127 West  Bruce Street, Harrisonburg, VA  and are open to 

the public as a way to get to know LLI.  There is no registration required, 

nor any fee. Bring your lunch!  Come and enjoy fun and fellowship while 

having the opportunity to enhance your knowledge.  

   For further information, call  540-568-2923  or send an email to 

lli@jmu.edu.   PLEASE NOTE:  Parking is available, without parking pass-

es, in the JMU Lot across from the Ice House during Brown Bag Lunches. 
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     April 18 - Basic Photography - Ice House                                                                                              

 May 2 -    Forensic Anthropology:  The Thirteen Questions in Cases from NYC                   

 May 16 - The Virginia Quilt Museum 101: Quilt Collection, Scholarship, and Care   

Valley Program for Aging Services (VPAS) is accepting applications for a Center Assistant at Harrisonburg Senior 
Center and Timberville Broadway Senior Center.    A total of 15 hours per week is divided as follows:                                                                                       
 Monday at Harrisonburg Senior Center 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.                                                                     
 Tuesday and Thursday at Timberville Broadway Senior Center 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.                              
POSITION:  
The Center Assistant is responsible for assisting the Center Director in planning and executing center programs 
and activities, record keeping, helping with congregate and home delivered meals programs, and substituting 
for the Center Director in his/her absence.                                                                                                                                                                          
QUALIFICATIONS:  
Must have good communication skills, be able to work collaboratively as part of the Senior Center team, and 
enjoy working with older adults. 

 TO APPLY:  
 Interested applicants should contact Mia at 540-820-8556 or at mia@vpas.info                                                 

     Garth Newel Music Center Trip  July 9, 2017                                                                                  

   Leave 12:00 noon with return by7:30 p.m. 

 Known for its breathtaking scenery, world-class performances, and sumptuous meals, 

The Garth Newel Music Center is truly a special experience. Situated in the heart of      

Virginia’s Allegheny Mountains, the Center presents chamber music featuring the Garth 

Newel Piano Quartet and other renowned guest musicians. Concerts are paired with        

gourmet meals created by Resident Chef Josh Elliot.                                                                                

 The tour package includes round-trip coach transportation to Hot Spring, VA,        

history of Garth Newel feature presentation, concert, and gourmet picnic following the      

concert.  Cost is $66 per person with a maximum of 29 participants.  Reservation with     

payment is due by June 12; no cancellations after noon of July 19.  Meet and park at JMU 

Ice house Parking Lot.                                                                 

mailto:mia@vpas.info


A Week by the Sea: LLI group visits NC’s Outer Banks  
 

 This time, undergrads were not the only folks dashing to the beach for spring break.  We twenty 

LLI travelers – some familiar with North Carolina’s Outer Banks; others not -- provided our own transpor-

tation, staying from March 5-10 at the oceanside Sea Ranch Resort in Kill Devil Hills (where rooms, at our 

off-season, group rate, ranged from $59-$99/night), and enjoying a good mix of free time, memorable 

programs and socializing. 

   Walking to the sea at a sunny low tide our first morning, my husband and I were greeted by a man 

who resembled a Central Casting sea captain. He turned out to be singer-songwriter and onetime Coast 

Guardsman Bob Zentz, who shared sea chanteys and nautical lore with our gathering. His wife, historian 

Jeanne McDougall Zentz, Ph.D., reported on the likelihood that the region’s Kikotan and English explorers 

shared each other’s music, though bloodshed nevertheless ensued. 

   At ocean-view breakfasts in the hotel’s Beachside Bistro, we were served huge helpings by a 

cheerful waiter who hoped we would see dolphins. They never showed, perhaps due to cool temperatures, 

but weather was mostly cooperative. We saw shrimp boats and surfers. At least one traveler spotted a 

whale.  

   We visited Corolla for a local history talk at the NC Wildlife Education Center. From my earliest 

memory, my family had vacationed most summers on “the OBX” (long before it got that moniker), but  

always turned south toward Kill Devil Hills, Kitty Hawk, Nags Head or Hatteras after crossing the 

 Currituck Sound bridge toward the seashore, never north to Corolla or nearby Duck. We now learned of 

the wealthy city-dwellers who established hunt clubs there, barring visitors and slaughtering much of the 

prized duck population that had seemed boundless.  

   When the ranger addressing us reminisced of bygone “little cedar-shake cottages” where you 

could hear the ocean at night, and showed us an antique bottled water container, I recalled my mother 

packing our drinking water long ago. Tap water throughout the Banks, then, contained sulfur and trace 

elements that made it unpalatable.  

    Another excellent guide, Danny Couch of Hatteras Tours, said Kill Devil Hills got its name because 

moonshiners hauled their water from inland, claiming hooch made with local tap water “would kill the Dev-

il.” Driving us by bus to Ocracoke, Danny, like our Corolla ranger, had grown up on the Banks and shared 

some wonderfully unvarnished history. Sights included three lighthouses, landscapes of water oak and 

loblolly pine, and student tourists feeding gulls on the Hatteras-Ocracoke ferry. (I remembered  

doing that when it was legal.)  

   Many of us explored the Wright Brothers National Memorial near our lodging, and, part way inland 

at Roanoke Island Festival Park, toured the replica of 69-foot, 16th Century Elizabeth II, which crossed 

the Atlantic in a month with 50 men. Sailor/guides cheerfully described hardships.  

   Gathering for the final evening, we shared memories and brainstormed ideas for future  

overnights.       Chris Edwards      (more pictures on page 9) 
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Historic Weather Station  

Bob Zentz, singer, song writer and spinner  

        of nautical lore   

Replica of 69-foot, 16th Century Elizabeth II, 

which crossed the Atlantic in a month with 50 

sailors non board..  

 

Kaiser Wilhelm Memorial Church 
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Come Enjoy Friends. Food and Entertainment 
JMU-Lifelong Learning Institute’s 
Spring Dinner and Business meeting  
 
 
  

Tuesday, May 23, 2017 5:30 pm - 8:00 p.m 
 JMU Festival Ballroom 
 RSVP by May 9, 2017 

 
Your 2017-18 Advisory Board Slate of Officers 

Past President   Archie Turner 
President   Brad Chewning 

President-Elect   Bill Ingham 
Secretary   Mary Ellen Chewning 

Curriculum Chairperson   Kathy Picerno 
Events & Lectures Chairpersons   Brian and Mary Alice Robertson 

Finance & Administration Chairperson   Joe Laughland 
Membership Chairperson   Phil Updike 

Nominations Chairperson Beverly Silver  
Publicity Chairperson   Anne Kendrick 

Member at Large   Mark Keeler 
Member at Large   Damian Dirschel 

Member at Large   Lynn Riner  
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Dinner and Program 

Cocktails and Conversation (cash bar)  

Served Dinner 

Spinach Salad with Chopped Pears, Walnuts, Feta Cheese  

and a Champagne Vinaigrette 

Choose one entree 

Option 1: Sicilian Chicken, stuffed with spinach, sundried tomatoes and gorgonzola cheese 

topped with tomato and pesto cream sauce. Served with fresh herb polenta  

and vegetable medley 

Or 

Option 2: Portabella Wellington, portabella mushroom cap stuffed with boursin cheese, sautéed 

spinach and roasted red peppers, topped with mushroom duxelle and wrapped in puff pastry 

served with garlic mashed potatoes 

Or 

Option 3:  Gluten free and vegetarian (stuffed vegetable) 

Dessert 

Entertainment 

Jimmy Overton, Singer-Guitarist 
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                                  Register online at www.jmu.edu/lli  

Or mail to:  JMU LLI , MSC 9006, 127 West Bruce Street, Harrisonburg, VA 22807 

 In person drop off: 127 Bruce Street, Room 338  

   
Name:       ____________________________________________ 
   
  Address:      ____________________________________________ 
 
  Phone:     __________________ Email: __________________________________ 
 
  Number attending:    _____________ 
   
  Guest Name:    _________________________________ 
 
  Number of Option 1: _____  Number of Option 2____    Number of Option 3:  ______ 

 
  $20.00 per person  Total: ___________ Check #________ 
 
  Credit card: Visa, Master Card, Discover              ( $5.00 convenience fee   will be added ) 
     
     Card Number_________________ Expiration Date: __________    

James Madison University 

Lifelong Learning Institute  

127 W. Bruce Street 

MSC 9006 

Harrisonburg, VA  22807  

     100312 
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